
R&DBKA Potted history
R&DBKA was formed in 1943.  During the war the sugar ration was 40z per week, per person, however, the government supplied extra sugar rations to beekeepers, so all of a sudden, beekeeping became popular. At this time there were around 60 Beekeeping Associations in Northern Ireland
In 1998 an application was made under the European Directive 1221/97 aid for beekeeping for the construction of a new apiary at Shane’s Castle Estate.
The project entailed creating access, clearing, levelling and gravelling the site. The location chosen, with Lord O’Neill’s full support was this beautiful spot in The Boathouse Meadow, a wild flower preserve on the banks of the River Maine which leads into Lough Neagh. Lough Neagh is the largets freshwater Lake in the British Isles and very shallow for its size. The Shane’s Castle estate runs along the edge of the Lough from Randalstown  to Antrim
The apiary includes an educational bee observation house and currently has 3 apiary hives and hives belonging to members

The total cost of the apiary, including bees and hives was around £8000.00 
The Association currently has around 50 members, during the season we meet every Sunday afternoons at the apiary, giving the opportunity to beekeeping beginners to work in a safe and controlled environment alongside the more experienced beekeepers.  
We have an extensive programme of events throughout the year including demonstrations and talks either at the apiary  or The Arches in Randalstown and have a beekeeping stand at several of the country fairs shows.
Our President, Lord O’Neill is an active supporter of the Association and we all feel very privileged to be members of an Association with its apiary in such a beautiful and historical location 
Shane's Castle is the family seat of the O’Neills of Clandeboye. The Demesne is one of the most beautiful and well maintained in Ireland with a rich variety of fauna, flora, and insect and bird life. There has been a herd of fallow deer at Shane's Castle for many years. Although the Castle has been in ruins since the fire of 1816, the remaining structure, including a unique Camellia House is a striking feature in the landscape. The Camellia House is currently undergoing a major lottery funded restoration. Lord O’Neill has invited us to view the house once the work is complete
Lord O’Neill and his wife have planted numerous trees, shrubs and flora over the last forty four years  and our Association had a guided tour of the gardens by Lord O’Neill last year and were amazed to observe that Lord O’Neill knew the name and Latin name of every single plant, shrub and tree. 
 Many activities take place on the estate, for example: The Steam Rally in May,  The Lifestyle Fair in June and The Antrim Show in July . There are also pop concerts, horse and carriage trials, a pony club, an active pheasant shoot, a fishing club and Antrim Boat Club. There is a busy farm and extensive woodland which is commercially managed . The Unique Camellia House has recently undergone major refurbishment.
Randalstown  had a population of 4,956 people in the 2001 Census. It has a very prominent disused railway viaduct and lies beside Lough Neagh and the Shane's Castle estate. Originally called An Dun Mor - "the great fort" - Randalstown was named after the 2nd Earl and 1st Marquis of Antrim, Randal MacDonnell (1609-1683) and has strong links to the O'Neill family. The original stronghold of Edenduffcarrick was built in the 16th century and changed ownership repeatedly until it was renamed Shane's Castle after the new owner, Shane Mc Brian O'Neill. 
Notable Residents
· Suspected serial killer John Bodkin Adams, was born in Randalstown on 21 January 1899. He became a general practitioner and worked in Eastbourne from 1922. He was charged in 1957 with the murder of two patients but was acquitted. He was, however, suspected of causing the death of 163 other patients. 
· Ryan Johnson, award winning singer/songwriter is from Randalstown. 
· Michael McKay, five times winner of British Wedding Photographer of the year, is from Randalstown. 
· Donal McKeown, Auxiliary Bishop of Down and Connor, spent his childhood in Randalstown. 
· David Neill, former Irish League footballer is from Randalstown. 
· Matthew Alexander Patton, a young graphic designer and filmmaker is from Randalstown. 

