UBKA’s new insurance scheme
Effective 1st January 2007

From January 1st 2007, Product and Public Liability cover will now be up to a maximum of £5million. That is almost 3 times the previous limit. As with the previous scheme, it provides cover against claims by third party members of the public.
The insured are:

· Named & listed Members and Officers of Associations Affiliated to UBKA

· Officers, Executive Committee Members and Associate Members of UBKA

· Any person on whose property there is authorised access by Members or Officers of Associations Affiliated to UBKA
· Any person on whose property there is authorised access by Officers, Executive Committee Members and Associate Members of UBKA

The scheme insures against damage to or loss by members of the public caused by faulty products of a beekeeping business or by the bees or the beekeeper while acting in the normal course of his/her beekeeping business. It also covers owners of premises used by the beekeeper in the normal course of his/her business e.g. sites used by individual members or Associations, Association and UBKA events, honey shows, outdoor demonstrations, etc.
In these days of increasing tendency by the public to claim for loss or injury it is vital that we as an organisation and as individuals are adequately insured. The courts are also awarding larger and larger damages and so it is necessary to keep our maximum cover in line. Some apiary site owners and some owners of our meeting places, such as church halls, have been demanding an increased cover of £5million, which until now we have not had.

Our cover has not increased for the last 7 years.
One of the greatest advantages of affiliation to UBKA is that members of local associations have the major benefit of spreading the premium over a large number of members. This makes the individual premium amazingly small – equivalent to about 2 jars of honey or 2 gallons/9 litres of petrol or 80 minutes of minimum wage! 
Because of the large number of members and the fact that UBKA make no attempt to make a profit on insurance, we are able to provide this greatly improved cover for £7 per single member in 2007. 
There are big discounts for those who don’t keep bees but attend demonstrations and meetings, and for those who share an address with another member.
The details are as follows:
· All individual members; £7.00

· Members who keep no bees; £1.00

· Two members living at the same address; £8.00 for the pair

· Three or more members living at the same address; £9.00 for the family

· Members belonging to more than one Affiliated Association must nominate which one they want to pay through, and pay the insurance premium only once.
The premium is payable by each Association on 1st January together with the £0.50 Affiliation fee. The payment must have the above membership details attached to enable UBKA to record the fact that each individual is insured.

Each Association is asked to identify on their membership list:

· Members who keep no bees 

· Members living at the same address, and whether £8 or £9 premium

· Members that have nominated another Association to insure through, and the name of that association.

This information will enable UBKA to maintain the complete list of names and addresses of insured members that is required by our insurers. 

It is emphasised that there is absolutely no cover in force for any individual member until his/her details have been recorded and the correct contribution has been paid to the insurance scheme.

The scheme offers great value for money for all members. This has been achieved and can be maintained through the large membership that results from affiliation.

Disclaimer

While this document has been issued to be of bone fide assistance to interested parties, it is not intended to be a legally binding document. For the definitive description of the insurance cover please refer to the policy document issued by the insurers, a copy of which has been deposited with all Affiliated Association Secretaries. 
